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Mr. Robert Giddings 
The University of Texas System 
Office of General Counsel 
201 West Seventh Street 
Austin, Texas 78701-2981 

OR91-648 

Dear Mr. Giddings: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure 
under the Texas Open Records Act, article 6252-17a, V.T.C.S. Your request was 
assigned ID# 14198. 

You have received a request for information relating to the men’s basketball 
program for the University of Texas at Austin. Specifically, the requestor seeks: 

1. For the years 1988 to 1989, 1989 to 1990, and 1990 to 1991, 
copies of requisition forms submitted for all team allowances 
including all regular season team meal allowances; team holiday, 
semester and spring break allowances, and all post season 
allowances. 

2. For the years 1988 to 1989, 1989 to 1990, and 1990 to 1991, 
copies of all checks issued by the University of Texas to the 
men’s basketball program for meal expenses. 

e 
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3. For the years 1988 to 1989, 1989 to 1990, and 1990 to 1991, 
copies of all allowance sheets turned in by Jamie Ciampaglio 
evidencing receipt by various individuals within the University of 
Texas Men’s Basketball program of the funds disbursed for 
meals and incidental expenses. 
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You advise us that copies of the documents requested will be made available “‘with 
the exception of text containing student names.” You claim that the names of 
students are excepted from required public disclosure by sections 3(a)(l), 3(a)( 14), 
and 14(e) of the Open Records Act. 

Section 3(a)(l) excepts from disclosure information made confidential by 
federal or state statutes. The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
provides the following: 

No funds shall be made available under any applicable 
program to any educational agency or institution which has a 
policy or practice of permitting the release of educational 
records (or personally identifiable information contained therein 
other than directory information, as defined in paragraph (5) of 
subsection (a) of this section) of students without the written 
consent of their parents to any individual, agency, or 
organization. . . . 

20 U.S.C. 5 1232g(b)(l). “[Elducation records” are records that: 

(i) contain information directly related to a student; and 
(ii) are maintained by an educational agency or institution 

or by a person acting for such agency or institution. 

Id. subset. (a)(4)(A). 

We have examined the documents submitted to us for review. Except as 
noted below, we do not understand any of FERPA’s exceptions to the definition of 
“education records” or to the confidentiality requirement for “education records” to 
apply here. See id. subsets. (a)(4)(B), (a)(5)(B); see also V.T.C.S. art. 6252-17a, § 
14(e) (incorporating the requirements of FERPA into the Open Records Act); 
Open Records Decision No. 431 (1985). Accordingly, the names of students must 
be deleted. However, you advise us that the requestor is the authorized 
representative of a student whose name appears in the requested documents. This 
student’s name may not be deleted. See 20 U.S.C. § 1232(d). 
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l 
Because the provisions of FERPA clearly resolve your request, we are 

disposing of this matter by this informal letter ruling rather than with a published 
open records decision. If you have questions about this ruling, please refer to 
OR91-648. 

Yours very truly, 

/ 
w Cd----T 

William Walker 
Assistant Attorney General 
Opinion Committee 
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Ref.: ID# 14198 
rD# 14311 

l c c : Mr. Abraham Kazen, III, Esq. 
3103 Bee Caves Road, Suite 222 
Austin, Texas 78746 
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